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Fay still raining on N. Ga.

By GREG BLUESTEIN
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Waves of driv-
ing rain soaked Georgia as the
remnants of Tropical Storm Fay
rumbled through the state Tues-
day, snarling traffic, swelling riv-
ers and bringing a much needed
drenching to the drought-stricken
region.

The storm brought stiff winds
and a blinding deluge that bloated
creeks and rivers, prompting fore-
casters to post a flood and tor-
nado watch for most of Georgia
throughout much of the day. The
National Weather Service said
heavy rains and winds knocked
down trees, washed out dirt roads
and damaged homes.

NWS forecaster Mike Griesing-
er said the worst damage appeared
to be in the Commerce area in
Jackson County, where dozens
of mobile homes were damaged

or destroyed. He said the dam-
age there and in Hall County may
have come from tornadoes, but
that had not been confirmed.

Officials in Hall County said a
windstorm damaged the roof of
Lyman Hall Elementary School
late Tuesday afternoon. Hall
County Fire Marshal Scott Cagle
said high winds damaged three
mobile homes and a barn in the
eastern part of the county about
6:45 p.m., shortly after a tornado
warning was issued for the area.

The driving rains were also a
timely soaking for the parched
northern part of the state, which
has been locked in an historic
drought since March 2006. And
it seems to have quenched the
drought in the southern part of
the state, where dry conditions
have lingered for months.

In south Georgia, the heavy
rains dumped more than two
feet of rain over parts of the re-

gion, sending emergency officials
scrambling to prepare for flood-
ing. Thomas County, one of the
hardest hit spots, was drenched
by 27 inches of rain that flooded
11 homes.

“We've virtually lost every-
thing,” said Kevin White, who
headed for high ground with his
wife, six cats and two dogs when
their home was knee-deep in wa-
ter. “Everything we have is still
inside.”

Lingering drought in the area
may have worsened the impact of
the flooding, forecasters say. The
dry conditions hardened the top
layers of soil and sapped vegeta-
tion that would normally soak up
rain like a sponge.

“It’s like concrete,” said Mark
Svoboda, a climatologist with
the National Drought Mitigation
Center. “You've got less vegeta-
tion and more areas exposed to
runoff.”
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score of 1,466 points but lower
than the national average of 1,511
points.

Glynn County’s average SAT
score fell three points from the
average 2007 score of 1,495 on
the combined three SAT sections
— verbal, mathematics and writ-
ing.

“I'm very pleased with our re-
sults,” Bull said.

He expects even better in the
future.

“In two or three years, we’re

going to shoot to be in the top 10
in the state,” he said.

“Several years ago we were in
the middle of the pack, but now
we’re in the top 25 percentile.”

In 2007, Brunswick High
School students outperformed
Glynn Academy students by 10
points on the SAT. In 2008, Glynn
Academy students scored near-
ly 100 points higher than their
Brunswick High counterparts.

Glynn Academy had an average
score of 1,525; Brunswick High’s
average was 1,439 points.

“Obviously we are very excited

top 25

about all of the scores,” said Mike
Hulsey, chair of Glynn County
Board of Education.

“It proves that we're doing a lot
of great things at the high school
level.

“The results are also exciting
because we encourage all of our
students to take the SAT.

“Some school systems pick and
choose which students take the
test, so seeing our scores is really
encouraging and gives us another
level of confidence that we are
headed in the right direction with
our high schools.”

Turtles: ‘They’ll bounce back’
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ly results are just that: preliminary
findings. The exact extent of dam-
age to nesting loggerheads won’t
be known until hatching season is
complete, in late October.

“We have to wait and see,” she
said.

Ouellette said she wasn’t too
concerned about how Fay im-
pacted nesting season so long as
additional storms don’t trample
over Jekyll beaches before hatch-
ing season is complete.

“Sea turtles have been dealing
with Mother Nature for 200 mil-
lion plus years,” she said. “They’re
built to withstand the weather.”

Area biologists agree with the
sea turtle center’s early findings,
estimating that the storm damage
was less than feared along both
the Georgia and Florida coasts,
said Mark Dodd, senior wildlife
biologist for the Georgia Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

During the past 20 years, an
average of 5 to 7 percent of nests
are lost annually due to high tides

and destructive weather. At most,
20 percent of nests are lost at a
time, he said.

“Even with that high a percent-
age, the loggerhead population
can bounce back,” Dodd said.

“Long-lived species like the
loggerhead turtle have a repro-
ductive strategy that accounts
for periodic catastrophic loss of
nests. Individuals may lose their
entire reproductive output several
times during their lives and still
produce enough hatchlings to re-
place themselves.”

United Way:
Campaign starts
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everyone was excited to get the campaign off and

running.

“We're feeling good about this year,” said Kay
Oplinger, director of marketing and fund develop-
ment for United Way of Coastal Georgia. “We are

very optimistic.”

For the 2008 Live United campaign, United Way
is aiming to raise $1.55 million, an increase of
$50,00 from the previous year. Nearly 10 percent of
the goal has been raised, thanks to the PaceSetters,
a group of businesses that work to raise a large per-
centage of their donations prior to the official cam-

paign launch, Oplinger said.

Despite the positive jump-start, the annual fund-
raising initiative has admittedly gotten off to a un-
certain start, as good news has mixed with bad, said
campaign chair Missy Lane. In the months leading
to the campaign launch, the economy began to stag-

ger and has yet to recover.

“When we said we want to increase our fundrais-
ing amount by $50,000, people said it would be real-
ly tough,” Lane said addressing the group of attend-
ees. “But it wasn’t a hard decision. The community
needs us to step up. Now, there is a great need, a
more immediate need for us to move forward.”

Linking organizations with resources and fund-
ing, United Way is the backbone of support for
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Who is helped

Donations to the 2008 Live United fund-
raising campaign of United Way of Coastal
Georgia help support these 20 agencies:

e Boys and Girls Club of Southeast Georgia

e Boy Scouts Okeefenokee Area Council

e Girls Scouts of Historic Georgia

e First Steps

e Ferst Foundation

e Latin American Resource Center

e Young Women'’s Christian Association

e American Red Cross SE Georgia Chapter

e America’s Second Harvest

e STAR Foundation

e The Salvation Army

e Alzheimer’s of Glynn/Brunswick

e Coastal Medical Access Project

e Glynn County Crisis Center/Amity House

e Golden Isle’s Children’s Center

e Healthy Families

e Hospice of the Golden Isles

e Medical Transportation

e Special Olympics
Donations can be made online at www.
unitedwayofcoastalgeorgia.org

Hogan said.

the same.”
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many nonprofit agencies. Without the campaign and
its foundation, Amity House would most likely fal-
ter, as would be the case with many area agencies,

“I don’t know what we would do without United
Way,” Hogan said. “The community would not be

Call today for a free

Lottery picks

For winning numbers in
Georgia and Florida lottery
drawings Tuesday, go to
www.thebrunswicknewsand
click “lotteries.”

Winning numbers Mon-
day in Georgia were: Cash
3 Midday, 3-2-1; Cash 4
Midday, 7-6-0-4; Cash 3 Eve-
ning, 9-1-4; Cash 4 Evening,
3-5-4-6; Fantasy 5, 819-28-
30-35.

Winning numbers Monday
in Florida were: Cash 3 Af-
ternoon, 5-4-3; Evening, 3-1-
7; Play 4 Afternoon drawing,
0-5-3-1; Evening drawing:
3-6-8-5; Fantasy 5 Evening
drawing, 32-28-21-27-15.
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Your News contacts:

PHONES, E-MAIL

e Newsroom, advertising
and circulation: 265-8320

e St. Simons Island of-
fice: 638-7601

* News fax: 280-0926

¢ News e-mail: newsroom
@thebrunswicknews.com

OFFICES

e 3011 Altama Ave.,
Brunswick, GA 31520

e 1701 Frederica Rd., St.
Simons Island, GA 31522

LOCAL NEWS

e Hank Rowland, local
news editor: 265-8320, ext.
344

PEOPLE NEWS

e Mary Starr, Community
Life editor, for bridal, clubs,
churches or awards: 265-
8320, ext. 316

SPORTS

e Kevin Price, sports edi-
tor: 265-8320, ext. 349

ERRORS, COMMENTS

e [f you think a story
contains an error or to
comment on The News, call
Kerry Klumpe, managing
editor: 265-8320, ext. 346

ADVERTISING

e Business advertisers
with questions about ad-
vertising programs may call
Heath Slapikas, advertising
director: 265-8320, ext.
329; individ uals wishing
to place birthday, anniver-
sary or in-memoriam ads
may call Winifred Williams,
advertising representative:
265-8320, ext. 304

HOME DELIVERY

e To inquire about delivery
status, call 265-1104 from
6 to 10 a.m. Mondays
through Fridays or 8 to 11
a.m. Saturdays. Business
office hours are 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. Mondays through
Fridays. Subscription rates:

3 mos. 6 mos. 1year
Glynn  $27.12 $52.98 $99.44
Camden $26.87 $52.48 $98.51
Mcintosh$27.12 $52.98 $99.44
Brantley $27.12 $52.98 $99.44
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Subscribe Today!
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St. Simomns Island
Annual Labor Day Weekend
nvitational Arts and Crafts Show

Saturday & Sunday

August 30-31
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

(Both Days)

in the Pier Village Park
by the Lighthouse

Paintings, Pottery, Jewelry
Sculpture, Photography, and More!
All Your Favorite Artists and Crafters!

Sponsored by the Pier Village Association

QUALITY KITCHEN
& BATH FIXTURES

Jq- COME SFE
L= OUR
SELECTION
OF FARM
SINKS

Only at
LEYELECTRIC & PLUMBING SUPPLY

/ 5395 Altama Ave. * Brunswick, GA 31520

912.265.2200
1760 Memorial Dr. ¢ Waycross, GA 31501

& Locally Owned & Operated

GLYNN
COUNTY'S
PARTNERS IN EDUCATION

BUSINESSES & ScHoOLS — HAND IN HAND

Thanks to all who are already involved in Glynn
County’s Partners in Education program. Although
partnerships have been established for all schools
and several systemwide programs, many schools
have more than one partner and opportunities for
involvement continue. Individuals as well as busi-
nesses and governmental agencies are encouraged
to become involved.

For more information about the
Partners in Education program,
please call Paul McKenzie, 267-4100 ext.1141

CUNNINGHAM JEWELERS

Golden Isles Premier Jeweler Since 1916

Chocolate Pearls

1510 Newcastle Street, Brunswick, Georgia (912) 265-8652
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