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2000 649.15
Health stocks

pull market higher

NEW YORK — Investors
moved back into stocks on
hopes that an election in Mas-
sachusetts will weaken Senate
Democrats and make it harder
for President Barack Obama to
make changes to health care.

The vote Tuesday to fill the
seat of late Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy could shift power
in the Senate if Republican
Scott Brown wins. That would
give Republicans the 41 votes
necessary to block Democratic
proposals, including the health
care bill.

The prospect of a logjam in
Washington over health care
eased concerns that profits at
companies like insurers and
drug makers would suffer.
Rising health stocks pulled
the broader market higher.
The Dow rose 115.78, or 1.1
percent, to 10,725.43.

Kraft Foods, Cadbury
agree $19.5B deal

LONDON — After months
of fierce resistance, Cadbury’s
about-face to accept a sweet-
ened 11.5 billion pound ($19.5
billion) takeover from Kraft
Foods Inc. — forming the
world’s biggest candy company
— has alarmed British unions,
lawmakers and chocolate
lovers.

With Cadbury sharehold-
ers expected to agree to the
deal and a rival bid from The
Hershey Co. looking less
likely, opponents fear the U.S.
multinational’s impact on one
of Britain’s oldest and best-
loved brands.

Just days after Cadbury de-
clared its suitor a “low growth”
company with a “long history
of underperformance,” the
British maker of Dairy Milk
chocolates and Dentyne gum
capitulated to a raised bid of
840 pence ($13.78) per share.

Citigroup loses $7.8B
as losses continue

NEW YORK — Citigroup
Inc. became the latest bank
to take a cautious view of
consumers’ credit problems,
reporting a $7.77 billion
fourth-quarter loss due to
failed loans and the costs of
repaying $20 billion in govern-
ment bailout money.

Even with the loss, Citi-
group, the hardest hit of the big
U.S. banks during the credit
crisis and recession, plans to
give big bonuses this month to
its top employees.

The earnings report Tuesday,
which met analysts’ expecta-
tions, reflected Citigroup’s
struggles and changing status
in the banking industry.

—The Associated Press
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STAR instructor Katie Orrel and Vice President of Economic
Development for Altamaha Tech Hank Martin look on as student
Rebekah Risteter completes a Work Ready test at the STAR Foun-
dation.

Certificate program
will drive growth,
Chamber says

Designation shows capable work force

By LINDSEY ADKISON
The Brunswick News

Local leaders want Glynn
County to become more competi-
tive for industry in 2010 and the
Georgia Work Ready Program is
one avenue being pursued.

The state-sponsored program
uses a test to measure a worker’s
skills in mathematics, reading
and locating information. Scores
are ranked on a scale and a rat-
ing is given in one of three com-
petency levels — bronze, gold or
platinum. Workers can use their
rating to make themselves more
marketable to potential employ-
ers.

The program aslo extends to
the community with requirements
the community demonstrate a
commitment to improving public
education. High school gradua-
tion rates must also show a posi-
tive progress. Once the schools
meet the goals and enough work-
ers have completed the program,
the area will be certified as “work
ready.”

It’s advantageous for all, says
Ken Farrel, vice chair of industri-
al affairs at the Brunswick Gold-
en Isles Chamber of Commerce.

“This is a valuable tool to at-
tract new business to our area.
Based on the Certified Work
Ready Community (CWRC)
County Report posted on the
Georgia Work Ready Web site,
Glynn County now has a total of
397 Certificates Earned. This is
approximately double the number
we had at mid-summer,” he said.

Farrel says that the Chamber
and the Development Authority
are encouraged by the results so
far.

“The Chamber of Commerce,
in conjunction with the Develop-
ment Authority, hosted a Work
Ready Orientation with local
business leaders in November.
The purpose of this session was
to outline the importance of en-
suring our local workers have the
best skills, easy access to training
and world-class job opportunities
available through Work Ready
Certification,” he said. “Once
Glynn County obtains Certifica-
tion as a Certified Work Ready
Community, we will acquire
a designation showing that the
county has a skilled workforce
businesses demand and the edu-
cational infrastructure to drive
economic growth and prosper-

ity.”

The current figures are promis-
ing, says Hank Martin, vice presi-
dent of economic development at
Altamaha Tech. The target rates,
which are set by the state and are
based on area’s population. They
include numbers for the private
sector, government, the unem-
ployed, GEDs, tech. students and
high school seniors.

“The target for the private sec-
tor the target is 305, 71 have been
completed and we need 234. For
the government the target is 79,
20 have been completed and we
need 59,” Martin said.

The target rate for the unem-
ployed is 258, with 176, the com-
munity needs 82 more certified
workers. Those who received
GEDs also should get involved in
the program.

“The target for GED graduates
is 43, 18 have been completed and
we need 25,” he said.

On the other hand, the area has
exceeded the number of certified
tech. students and high school
seniors who have been certified.
The target rate for technology stu-
dents is 7 and 22 have completed
the program. The target number
for high school seniors is 50 and
55 have been certified.

Once the numbers have been
reached, the Work Ready program
will help drive the local economy
and match the right people with
jobs that fit them best. It’s some-
thing that Nathan Sparks, execu-
tive director of the Brunswick
Glynn County Development Au-
thority is excited about.

“The Georgia Work Ready
Community designation demon-
strates to both prospective and
existing employers that our com-
munity is ready and able to pro-
vide a quality workforce that is
capable of succeeding in a variety
of occupations,” Sparks said.

He views it as a kind of seal of
approval for the county.

“The Work Ready Community
designation is yet another feather
in Glynn County’s cap when we
are being considered for industry
location projects,” he said.

“By the same token, receiving
a Work Ready Certificate benefits
job seekers by demonstrating to
prospective employers that these
individuals are not only compe-
tent and capable — it also shows
that they truly care about their
futures and have gone the extra
mile to become certified.”
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NEWS ABOUT PERSONNEL, RECOGNITIONS AND STARTUPS

I New business
Shop for skateboard
enthusiasts opens

Skatebonez Skateshop, a
skate board and accessories shop
at 506 G St., Brunswick, is now
open from 1 to 7 p.m. Mondays
through Saturdays. The owners
are Jet Turner and Nick Stevens.

I Personnel

Glynn County gets
second endocrinologist

Dr. Frank Robert Kohler Jr.
has joined Southeast Georgia
Health System as a board certi-
fied endocrinologist. Kohler joins

Dr. Shenon Badre at the Endocri-
nology & Diabetes Care Center,
an affiliate

of Southeast
Georgia Health
System. Badre
and Kohler are
-, the only two

a endocrinolo-
gists practic-
ing in Glynn
County. Kohler
is a graduate
of Ursinus College, Collegeville,
Pa., and the Philadelphia Col-
lege of Osteopathic Medicine,
Philadelphia. He completed his
residency in internal medicine
at Union Memorial Hospital in
Baltimore, where he later served

Kohler

on the internal medicine faculty.

1 About PEOPLE, INC.
Tell us your news

The Brunswick News publishes
news about people in business
in Brunswick.

We'd like to know if you have
a new job, a promotion, at-
tended a professional seminar,
obtained a professional des-
ignation or are starting a new
business; we’ll share your news
with Brunswick News readers.

Send personal business news
to Lindsey Adkison, business
reporter, at ladkison@thebruns-
wicknews.com or 3011 Altama
Ave., Brunswick, GA 31520.
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1-95 Toyota Scion is
proud to congratulate
Joni Boatright as
2009 Salesperson
of the Year.

A 4

“Thank You to all of my
customers and friends
for making this possible.”

&%JW/CIeoronce Sale

All Christmas items 60% OFF

All Wilkinson Bedding Ensembles 90% Off
We need "more” room for "new” merchandise...

25°/o OFF Storewide

Tuesday thru Friday: 9-5:30 PM
Saturday: 10-5 PM

Begins: Saturday, Jan. 16th ¢ Ends: Saturday, Jan. 23rd

You Can’t Afford Not To Create
"The Home of Your Dreams” During Our Clearance Sale!
www.TaylorHouselnteriorsLLC.com

AYLOR HOUSE
INTERIORS

3079 Frederica Road
St. Simons Island, GA + 638-5560

ASK GARY¢ WHY¢ GO2CNI!
OASTAL

NEUROLOGICA
L' INSTITUTE

WORK INJURY?
PERSONAL INJURY?
CAR ACCIDENT?

912-265-135¢

FOR YOUR IMMEDIATE ASSESSMENT
FORGET THOSE LONG WAITED ER’s

BOARD CERTIFIED NEUROLOGIST
A TRUSIED LOCAL PHYSICIAN
SPECIALIZES IN SOFT TISSUE

INJURIES, EXPERT WIINESS
IN SOFT TISSUE INJURY

THERAPY AND MEDICATIONS UNDER ONE ROOF

FULL MEDICATION PRESCRIBE
UNLIKE NON-MD FACILITIES

NO INSURANCE NO PROBLEM

IMMEDIAITE LEGAL REFERRAL WITH A
TRUSIED LOCAL ATTORNEY IN OUR AREA

Al the Summit Professional Plaza
C. Tyler Shenkman, MD
Laura N. Johnson, PA-C

D
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