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Wreck: Two I-95 construction jobs wrapping
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lons of diesel fuel spilled over the
roadway.

Phillips said he hopes Tues-
day’s accident isn’t an omen for
what might lie ahead during the
spring and summer vacation sea-
son on the busy Maine-to-Florida
interstate.

“We’ve always done a pretty

aggressive patrol on the interstate
during the holiday,” he said.

Given the amount of traffic on
the interstate and the construc-
tion work in Glynn and McIntosh
counties to add a third travel lane,
that may be wishful thinking.

Traffic usually peaks in the
warm months, sending even more
vehicles through the two coastal
counties.

According to the Georgia De-
partment of Transportation, about
42,000 to 46,000 cars travel
through Glynn County on the in-
terstate daily.

That’s quite a few cars stream-
ing through a construction area
highlighted by orange traffic bar-
rels at posted speeds of 60 mph
or less.

There may be some relief in

sight.

Larry Barnes, area engineer for
the state transportation depart-
ment, said the interstate should
clear up soon because two con-
struction projects in Glynn and
MclIntosh counties are coming to
a close.

He said both projects should be
completed in early summer.

Fire: 16 Mercedes-Benz costing $800K lost
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coupled together. It was carry-
ing 16 Mercedes-Benz vehicles
with a total value of more than
$800,000.

The fire comes just two months
after Mercedes-Benz USA opened

a processing facility on Colonel’s
Island, receiving a maiden ship-
ment of vehicles in January. It was
the first delivery of what is expect-
ed to be 40,000 vehicles to be pro-
cessed annually at the facility.
Monday afternoon, firefighters
from the Glynn County Fire De-

partment managed to contain the
blaze, which started shortly before
2:30 p.m. Three fire engines and
several water tankers were sent to
the trestle that had to be reached
through a marsh. St. Simons Is-
land volunteer firefighters also
were called to assist.

Officials said the damage from
Monday’s fire wasn’t as severe as
the last time the trestle caught fire.
Almost seven years ago, a fire de-
stroyed portions of the train tres-
tle, temporarily shutting down the
agri-port facility, which depends
on rail.

United Way: Allocates funds throughout area
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“The main function of United
Way’s funding is for Power Hour,
our homework and tutoring pro-
grams,” Dolan said.

Communities in Schools” of
Glynn County, another educa-
tion-driven agency, will receive
$24,000 for its Focus Graduation
program. The program identifies
ninth-graders at risk of dropping
out of high school and provides
them mentoring, support and en-
couragement to graduate.

Another agency that works to
improve the lives of children is
Court Appointed Special Advo-
cates of Glynn, or CASA.

Ellen Baker, CASA executive
director, said this is the first year
the agency is a major recipient
from United Way.

“When I applied for the grant,
we had the same staffing as two
years ago, but a 35 percent in-
crease in case load,” Baker said.

CASA trains adults to advocate
for children removed from their
homes through Juvenile Court
proceedings for safe and perma-
nent placements in homes. CASA
recently established a coastal
family visitation center in its of-
fice to serve as a place for parents
not allowed to be alone with chil-
dren to visit them.

“Part of the grant is for our ad-
vocacy function and to offer ex-

How it’s spent

United Way of Coastal Georgia will allocate these amounts to
community and social service agencies in Glynn and Mclntosh

counties:

- Boys & Girls Club of Southeast Georgia, $115,000

- Speech, Hearing and Rehabilitation Enterprises, $90,000

+ United Way of Coastal Georgia (three programs: 211 of Glynn
& Mclntosh Counties, Hands on Coastal Georgia Volunteer Center,
Foundation Center Collaborative Collection), $81,171.03

* Red Cross, $50,000

- Coastal Coalition for Children, $37,000

+ Salvation Army, $35,000

- Golden Isles Children’s Advocacy Center, $30,000

- Coastal Medical Access Project, $30,000

« Glynn Community Crisis Center, $25,000

- Communities in Schools of Glynn County, $24,000

- Court Appointed Special Advocates of Glynn, $20,000
- Coastal Regional Commission of Georgia, $20,000

- Community Impact Initiative, $16,250

+ STAR Foundation, $15,000
- Girl Scouts, $15,000

- Boy Scouts of America, $15,000
- Hospice of the Golden Isles, $15,000

- Special Olympics, $10,000
- YWCA, $10,000

- America’s Second Harvest of Coastal Georgia, $8,000
« Heather House of Glynn County, $8,000
- Mary House Ministries, $8,000

« Senior Citizens, $8,000

- FERST Foundation of Glynn, $3,000

panded visitation hours,” Baker
said.

Some agencies did not receive
repeat funding, although this
does not necessarily reflect on
their quality, Neu said.

“We look at the current com-
munity needs, how we can best
collaborate our resources to have
the greatest impact and how to
have the best impact on our popu-
lation,” said Neu.

One program and one agency
were not continued for funding
received during the past year.

First Steps, a parenting pro-
gram for parents of newborns,
was dropped. Also, Safe Har-
bor Children’s Center’s funding
was discontinued. Safe Harbor
provides emergency shelter for
abused or neglected children.

Safe Harbor last year received
$11,000 from United Way for the
first time, Rana Smith, executive
director of the agency, said.

She said the center works to
keep children in the community
safe, and still receives donations
from the combined federal em-
ployees campaign, of which Unit-
ed Way is an option for donors.

Smith said United Way officials
have a difficult task of picking
which agencies receive funding
out of the many that apply.

Every year agencies must re-
apply to United Way for a com-
mittee of 25 volunteers to award
funding.

From its fundraising efforts,
United Way will deduct about
$300,000 for its own programs,
administration and fundraising
costs, about $100,000 budgeted
as uncollectibles and another
$300,000 donated as grants for
specific programs which its vol-
unteer committee does not allo-
cate.

Jail: City will not convey streets to Glynn County
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by the end of the month.

“We are exploring any and all
options,” said Todd Brooks, Tor-
ras’ attorney. “We intend to con-
tinue fighting this.”

Torras contends there are two
main reasons why the appeals
court ruling the Supreme Court
declined to review should be re-
versed.

First, he said the county has
abandoned the idea of building a
jail expansion where his property
is located and, therefore, should
abandon its use of eminent do-
main to force him to sell it.

In 2008, the Glynn County
Commission approved expanding
the jail at I and Reynolds streets

into the adjacent block of Newcas-
tle, I, Reynolds and J streets. The
county went on to spend more than
$4 million on the expansion from
I to J streets, including more than
$104,000 in legal fees defending
the eminent domain challenge.

The city commission, which op-
poses the expansion downtown,
has subsequently said it would not
give the county streets and alleys
that intersect the county’s blue-
prints, thus preventing the county
from pursuing its original plan.

A majority of county commis-
sioners, including proponents of
a downtown expansion, have said
recently that building an expan-
sion in the block that includes Tor-
ras’ property would be “impos-
sible” or “infeasible” without the

city-owned streets.

While not formally abandon-
ing its original plan, proponents
of the expansion shifted focus to-
ward building a scaled-down addi-
tion at the site of the existing jail.
That plan has been referred to as
a “Band-Aid” by commissioners
who support it and those against it.

Torras’ other argument is that
the county has acted in “bad faith”
in its condemnation attempt by
dismissing expert opinions it had
retained, by withholding informa-
tion supporting alternatives and
disseminating misinformation to
mislead the public and judiciary.

The county is obligated to ne-
gotiate in “good faith”” during con-
demnation proceedings, he said.

Meanwhile, the fate of the jail

plan remains tangled as a federal
court-supervised mediation pro-
ceedings continue.

Two Glynn County commission-
ers — one from each side in the
jail expansion dispute — met with
lawyers and a mediator Monday
to try to resolve a federal lawsuit
aimed at preventing the jail from
being enlarged downtown.

Commissioner Tony Thaw rep-
resented commissioners Jerome
Clark, Don Hogan and Howard
Lynn, who support downtown ex-
pansion. Commissioner Tom Sub-
lett was there on behalf of commis-
sioners Amy Callaway and Bob
Coleman, who oppose it.

All parties involved have agreed
to keep the proceedings confiden-
tial.

\)

‘:

’

IS YOUR OFFICE
COMPUTER NETWORK
DOING THE JOB?

Hasty’s Communications knows it.

What is it? It is information technology.

It is creating computer networks.

It is years of experience and efficiency.

It is creating business solutions.

It is protecting irreplaceable files.

It is eliminating all of network frustrations.

It is total peace of mind.

It is your network. It is our business.
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Join us — April 23-24, 2010!

www.relayforlife.org/glynncounty
265-7117

GOSPEL SING » GOSPEL SING » GOSPEL SING

THE DARIEN CHURCH OF GOD
Blount Crossing Rd. Off Hwy 17 North, Darien , GA.

Thursday, March 18th at 7:00 P.M.
Benefit Sing for
The Mann Kirkland Singers whose house burned down

in CONCERT

The Kirklands
Douglas, Ga. &

The Gloryland Quartet

Bwk., GA &
The Whaley Singers
Darien, GA

(all J.E. & Ruby McCall - Southern Music Promotions. 1-912-264-2405 Cell: 266-1048.
Pastor Tommy Whaley 1-912-437-8399

LOVE OFFERING SING

GOSPEL SING » GOSPEL SING * GOSPEL SING

T Oalkca Park - Hoboloon, (Gia - Twin Cake Park -Hobokon, CGia
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"" $2.00 ADMISSION 'FEE
10 & UNDER FREE

550-1079
SATURDAY, MAR. 27, 2010

IMPROVED TRAFFIC FLOW DF EH‘
www.bigzgaragesaleblackshear.com E A M -ll- F M,
Twrin Oalkos Park - Hoboken, Ga «Twin Oaks

GUN & KNIFE SHOW

MARCH 20-21
SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 10-5
BRUNSWICK
THE EXCHANGE CLUB
(101 EMORY DAWSON PARKWAY)
BUY-SELL-TRADE
INFO: (563) 927-8176
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#1 TOUR STOP

SINCE 1974

4 DAY SPRING SALE

Wednesday ¢ Thursday ® Friday * Saturday

gie's
THE UNIQUE BOUTIQUE
SINCE 1974

TOUR TICKETS AVAILABLE

OPEN 9:00 AM TOUR DAY

SPORTSWEAR 2-16 * PLUS SIZE SECTION 1X-3X * ACCESSORIES * GIFTS
1616 Frederica Road  St. Simons Island ¢ 638-3995 ¢ 10:00-5:30 ® Monday-Saturday

SHOP LOCAL AND SAVE

PauL H. ASHER

Tax PRACTITIONER
ENROLLED AGENT
#2009 09929
ENROLLED TO PRACTICE
BEFORE THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

CoMPUTER
SERVICES, INC.

Preparing All Types Of Federal And
Other States Returns

548 Ocean Blvd.,
St. Simons Island, Georgia

45th Year

Hours Monday-Friday 9:00-5:00

Saturday 9:00-12:00

« Computer Network Solutions
Business Telephone Systems - Radio Communications
112 Key Drive « Brunswick « 912.264.2765 - HastysIT.com

~
:/ HASTY'’S COMMUNICATIONS EAST
/

638-9977

Accepting Visa & Mastercard
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