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Temperatures will be 
pleasantly normal

In case anyone has forgot-
ten after a run of cold weather  
what normal winter tempera-
tures are like in Brunswick 
and the Golden Isles, this 
weekend should be a pleas-
ant reminder. In fact, daytime 
highs may even be a little 
better than normal. The only  
chance of rain – and only 
20 percent – will be Sunday 
night. Tides and fi ve-day 
forecast, 16A

Girl Scouts will put 
talents on display 

They say America’s got 
talent, well, Brunswick has 
talent, too. You can see it at 
6 p.m. Saturday when the 
Marshes of Glynn Girl Scout 
Talent Show takes the stage  
at the Ritz Theatre, 1530 
Newcastle St., Brunswick. 
Admission is $3 per person.  

Reappearance  
will be like magic

If the time disappeared be-
fore you could catch illusion-
ist Jason Bishop Friday at the 
Brunswick campus of College 
of Coastal Georgia, you can 
still see his magic at 7 p.m. 
Saturday at the college’s 
Camden County campus, in 
Kingsland. It’s free, whether 
you are a student or not.

Details of meeting 
national goals

Both Democrats and 
Republicans do it, talk about 
goals without a plan to get 
there. What are some of the 
blanks to fi ll in after the State 
of the Union address? Reg 
Murphy, 6A

Plan to participate  
in blood drive

If you are planning your 
week ahead, plan to donate 
blood Tuesday at the Ameri-
can Red Cross blood drive. 
It will be from 1 to 6 p.m. 
at First United Methodist 
Church, 1400 Norwich St., 
Brunswick. 
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WORST MAY BE OVER 
IN GLYNN ECONOMY

BEHIND THE NUMBERS

How long unemployment 
is hitting people at home

Shooting 
probe 

in limbo
Internal review 

off radar in 2009 
St. Simons standoff

Temperatures promising warmer days ahead
Groundhog Day is still four days 

away, but temperature-wise it may feel 
like Gen. Beauregard Lee has already 
given spring the go-ahead. 

The thermometer in the Golden Isles 
will move to the mid- to upper-60s this 
weekend and through early next week, 
the National Weather Service says. 

Andrew Sashy, meteorologist with 
the weather service in Jacksonville, 
says the warm-up will be a clear de-
parture from the lower mercury levels 
the past few weeks. 

“We are expecting to see some 
warm-up conditions for the Brunswick 

area over the next few days,” he said.
The weather service projects tem-

peratures for the coming week to be 
in the upper-60s, around 67 to 68 de-
grees, with overnight lows in the mid-
40s. That’s a change from the previous 
weeks’ temperatures that climbed no 
higher than the low 50s. 

“The average high temperature in 
Brunswick this time of year is 65 de-
grees. But in contrast to what we’ve 
had over the last four weeks, it’s going 
to be nice,” he said. 

Outdoors will be, overall, more 
pleasant, the weather service says.  

“Saturday, it will be sunny, and 
Sunday we’ll see some clouds push-
ing through, but it will only partly 

cloudy,” Sashy says.  
The trend will continue through the 

beginning of next week.
“Through Monday and Tuesday the 

highs will be in the mid-60s, about 64, 
then going into next week we will con-
tinue to see high temperatures near 
normal, 65 degrees, or a little above 
normal,” Sashy said. 

Of course, there are no guarantees 
that the warm-up will last too long. 
Sashy says overnight freezes, as well 
as chilly daytime temperatures, usu-
ally run into mid-February.

“On average, the last freeze is around 
Feb. 18. But we won’t see any sort of 
overnight freezes this weekend.”  

• Five-day forecast, 16A

If the Glynn County economy has not 
yet hit rock bottom, it is almost there and 
will turn quickly upward, predicts Don 
Mathews, economics professor at College 
of Coastal Georgia. 

Mathews spoke Friday to an audience 

of about 280 executives and civic leaders 
at the Coastal Georgia Economic Outlook 
luncheon at the Morgan Center on Jekyll 
Island. Mathews joined Robert Sumichrast, 
dean of the Terry College of Business at the 
University of Georgia, in predicting what 
the local, state and national economy will 
look like by the end of this year.

The local labor markets softened in 2010, 

causing the unemployment rate to rise, 
Mathews said.

“2010 was a very bad year for the local 
economy,” he said. “While the national 
economy began a recovery in June 2009, 
Georgia began (recovering) a few months 
after that. It’s not clear if the recovery has 

By SHANESSA FAKOUR
The Brunswick News

The Brunswick News/File

The house at 1137 Ocean Blvd., St. 
Simons Island, where a confrontation 
began Sept. 10, 2009.

By LOUIE BROGDON
The Brunswick News

Glynn County offi cials say they are 
unsure what became of a county inves-
tigation of a police shooting that left a 
St. Simons Island man dead following 
a standoff with police almost 17 months 
ago.

Then-county administrator Charley 
Stewart, now retired, said he was con-
ducting an internal investigation into a 
confrontation between code enforcement 
personnel and Martin “Marty” Reagin 
that sparked a fatal standoff for Reagin 
with police. 

Reagin was shot and killed by Glynn 
County police during an armed stand-
off Sept. 10, 2009. His brother and for-
mer wife, who is representing their mi-
nor daughter, fi led suit Monday in U.S. 
District Court at Brunswick against the 
county, claiming that police used ex-
cessive force against an intoxicated and 
mentally unstable Reagin after he had 
threatened to kill police.

Reagin was armed with a high-pow-
ered rifl e and had allegedly threatened 
to shoot police. He was shot outside his 
residence, after being stunned by a Taser 
,when an offi cer thought he was armed 
and positioning himself to fi re a weapon.

 The Glynn County administration said 
it started an internal investigation shortly 
after the incident into actions of the un-
armed code enforcement offi cers, who 
have no arrest power, who were the fi rst 
offi cials at the house. 

Police actions were investigated in 
2010 by the police department, the dis-
trict attorney’s offi ce and separately by 
the Glynn County Grand Jury. All con-
cluded that there was no police miscon-
duct.

But Glynn County offi cials say they 
don’t know what the code enforcement 
investigation found or if it found any-
thing – or even if it was ever completed.

Stewart initiated the investigation, de-
spite recommendations by several com-
missioners that it be conducted by some-
one outside county government.

Reagin fi rst confronted code enforce-
ment offi cers outside his residence at 
1137 Ocean Blvd., St. Simons Island, 
when the code enforcement offi cers at-
tempted to remove an allegedly illegal 
sign from his yard. The sign advertised 
the sale of Reagin’s house through his 

By LINDSEY ADKISON
The Brunswick News

Bobby Haven/The Brunswick News

At Star Foundation, a job-training center in Brunswick, unemployed workers Cathy Moody Berrian, left, and Cashonna Johnson, 
center, practice computer skills they are developing with Katie Orrel, right, Star Foundation program director. 

Nick Nichols/The Brunswick News

With temperatures around 60 degrees Friday, Es-
sence Williams, 11, swings at McIntyre Court Park.

Ask them and they’ll tell you: I’m willing to work; 
just give me a chance.

Cathy Moody Berrian, 53, of Brunswick, is one of 
the long-term unemployed. After more than 25 years 
as a nurse, she fi led for unemployment benefi ts for 
the fi rst time in December 2009, after a car accident. 
She was unable to move as fast or lift as much, and 
she was fi red from her job as a private nurse.

“I was limping a little, I admit,” Berrian said.
She recovered from her injuries months ago, but 

she still can’t fi nd a job, despite completing dozens 
of online applications, reaching out through friends, 
family and strangers for job leads and recently be-
ginning training to improve her computer skills.

“I just want a job,” she said.
Berrian is one of thousands of people in Georgia 

who have been looking for a job for more than six 
months, the initial period for state unemployment 
insurance before Congress extended benefi ts to as 
long as 99 weeks.

In Georgia, more than half — 54.1 percent — of 

the roughly half million unemployed persons re-
ceiving benefi ts have been jobless for more than 
six months. Every month since October 2010, about 
11,000 people join Berrian in the ranks of the long-
term unemployed, and more than 40,000 statewide 
have exhausted their 99 weeks of benefi ts, according 
to state Department of Labor.

Possibly nearing the end of her benefi ts is Cashon-
na Johnson, 30, of Brunswick. Johnson, who has an 
8-year-old daughter, had worked in production at 
King & Prince Seafood for about nine years when 
she was laid off in April 2009 because there was not 
enough work for her, she said.

Her husband’s paycheck, along with her weekly un-
employment check, which is less than $300 a week, 
carries the family along, she said. The maximum 
available per week under unemployment is $330; 
however, the state average is about $257 a week.

“When I had a job, if I wanted shoes I would get 
them,” Johnson said. “Now, we only buy what we 
need.” 

After losing her job, Johnson fi nished classes at 

By JOE GAINES
The Brunswick News

’
‘I’ve worked 

all my life. 
It feels like 
my indepen-
dence has 
been taken 

away.

– Cashonna 
Johnson,
out of work 

since April 2009 

Please see ECONOMY, 4A
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online auction business.
After a heated argument be-

tween Reagin and code enforce-
ment offi cer Mickey Milton, 
Milton called police to assist in 
removing of the sign. Milton told 
dispatch offi cers, “This guy here, 
we’re fi xing to have to whip his 
a--,” when he called for back up.

Glynn County Commission 
Chairman Tom Sublett, who was 
on the commission when the Re-
agin shooting occurred, was in 
favor of the investigation. But this 

week, he said 
he was not sure 
what, if any, 
c o n c lu s io n s 
were drawn 
from it or ac-
tions taken.

“That was 
s o m e t h i n g 
(former County 
Administrator 

Charley Stewart) was handling, 
and honestly I don’t recall what 
happened with it,” he said.

Commissioners Bob Coleman 
and Amy Callaway, also on the 

commission at the time, said they 
did not remember what the code 
enforcement investigation found. 
Callaway said she was not sure 
she could even talk about the in-
vestigation because of the pending 
lawsuit.

When asked this week about 
Milton’s personnel record and 
the code enforcement investiga-
tion, Glynn County spokesperson 
Candice Temple confi rmed that 
Milton was still employed by the 
county. She said, however, that 
County Attorney Aaron Mumford 
advised against commenting fur-

ther because of the suit.
The News requested the results 

of the investigation by the county 
administration Thursday, under 
provisions of the state’s open re-
cords law. Assistant County Attor-
ney Will Worley said Thursday he 
was researching the information, 
but could not confi rm whether the 
code enforcement investigation 
was ever completed. 

Under state law, the county is 
given three business days to re-
spond to an open records request, 
and had not released the report as 
of Friday.

Altamaha Technical College to be 
a patient care assistant, and she’s 
waiting until she has $107 to take 
the state exam. When she passes 
the test and is certifi ed, she hopes 
to land a job at a nursing home or 
in home care.

In the meantime, like Berrian, 
she has fi lled out online applica-
tions and knocked on doors look-
ing for a job. So far, the answer has 
always been no, if she gets a reply 
at all.

“I’ve worked all my life,” she 
said. “It feels like my indepen-
dence has been taken away.”

Recent state unemployment 
numbers and economic forecasts 
paint a mixed picture for job-
seekers. 

• Georgia’s unemployment rate 
in December was 10.2 percent, 
the 39th consecutive month the 
state has been above the national 
employment rate, which is cur-
rently 9.4 percent. The state rate is 
one-tenth of a percent lower than 
a year ago, but more than the 9.8 
percent in October and 10 percent 
in November.

• The metro Brunswick’s un-
employment rate, which includes 
McIntosh and Brantley counties, 
remained unchanged — 10 percent 
— from November to  December. 
In December 2009, the unemploy-
ment rate was 9.2 percent.

• The number of payroll jobs in 
the metro-Brunswick area dropped 
by 200 in December, to 41,000. 
That’s 1,100 fewer jobs than there 
were in December 2009, when 
there were 42,100. The monthly 
job total has averaged 41,369 over 
the past 13 months.

• More people fi led for unem-
ployment benefi ts for the fi rst time 
last month in Glynn County than 
in November. In December, there 
were 576 initial claims, compared 
to 479 in November, a rise of 
20.3 percent. The state reported 
a rise of 11.7 percent for fi rst-time 
claims, to 75,636. Numbers of 
fi rst-time claims, however, were 
lower than a year ago. In Decem-
ber 2009, Glynn County had 803 
initial claims, a drop of 28.3 per-
cent, while the state had 100,896 
claims, a drop of 25 percent.

• While economists at the Uni-
versity of Georgia predict that this 
year will mark the end of three 
straight months of job losses in the 
state, they forecast Brunswick’s 
job growth will be more sluggish 
at 0.1 percent. That’s a positive 
departure from the initial forecast 
which had the area losing more 

jobs in 2011.
At the state unemployment of-

fi ce in Brunswick, the number of 
available jobs already appears to 
be on the increase, said manager 
Tamela Shirah.

“It’s just not enough as there is 
demand,” Shirah said.

Jobs range from a cook to a 
bank vice president. To help the 
jobless secure employment, the 
state’s Brunswick Career Center 
offers resume and interviewing 
workshops and other initiatives. 

Berrian took advantage of one of 
the programs, Georgia Works. The 
program allows the unemployed to 
learn skills and train at a business 
for eight weeks. The state picks up 
the paycheck, with the hope that 
the jobless person will learn new 
skills and businesses will choose 
to hire the person at the end of the 
training.

Berrian said she was able to 
learn some computer skills at the 
Brunswick Multipurpose Center, 
although the nonprofi t’s tight bud-
get prevented her from being hired 
afterward.

She found herself back on her 
own, caring for two grandchildren. 
She says her family, especially her 
mother, sister and nieces, help.

“They are a big helping hand,” 
she said.

Berrian and Johnson are both 
in a class at the Star Foundation, 
an organization that helps low-in-
come persons with job skills and 
training. As the economy slowly 
recovers, the nonprofi t’s wait-
ing list for its quarterly classes is 
growing and has seen a shift in 
who’s applying.

“We’re seeing more older wom-
en now,” said Ellen Murphy, Star 
Foundation director.

The organization had been most-
ly trying to impress upon a young-
er clientele the importance of ap-
pearance and arriving on time, but 
a growing number of older clients 
who already have those habits are 
seeking computer skills to gain an 
advantage with potential employ-
ers, Murphy said. 

The number of people graduat-
ing from the foundation’s classes 
and who are without jobs is grow-
ing, too. Murphy said the organiza-
tion follows up with its graduates 
to see how they’re progressing on 
their goals, whether it’s education 
or fi nding a job.

“If they’re having trouble, we try 
to get them back in here,” Murphy 
said. Sometimes graduates need 
a skills refresher or pep talk, she 
said.

One of her graduates is Barbara 
Wooten, a one-time project man-
ager at an appliance store who 
helped large and small clients with 
orders. 

Being laid off in October 2009 
as the real estate market dwindled 
and after more than 25 years with 
the company was just one of a 
string of bad events for her. 

One of her sons had died in 
an accident a year before, and in 
January 2010 her sister was diag-
nosed with cancer. Her sister died 
a few months later. Along with 
their 16-year-old son, Wooten and 
her husband are caring for their 
16-year-old nephew.

Also, Wooten’s husband joined 
the ranks of the unemployed after 
he was unable to fi nd work in his 
fi eld of installing industrial tur-
bine engines.

The Wootens, who live near 
Sterling on nearly 5 acres, saw 
their income drop to less than 

$30,000 a year on unemployment, 
less than half what Wooten made 
at the appliance store.

“We cut everywhere,” she said.
There was no more eating out 

or going to the movies. Groceries 
and utility bills are supplemented 
by family members and assis-
tance. At Christmas, the gifts were 
utilitarian — clothes.

In the past two weeks, Wooten 
said she’s probably fi lled out 50 
job applications.

“And for every 10, I probably get 
one response,” she said.

The response is either an ac-
knowledgement that her applica-
tion has been received, a notice 
that the job has been fi led or that 
she doesn’t qualify.

Like Berrian, Wooten, who is 54, 
worries if her age is hindering her 
search. The women worry that po-
tential employers might see them 
as overqualifi ed or too expensive 
because of their experience or be-
cause of health insurance costs.

Wooten did fi nd some luck re-
cently. She was able to use the 
skills she gained at the Star Foun-
dation to be hired as a production 
assistant at $100 a day during 
fi lming of the “X-Men” movie on 
Jekyll Island. As she watched half-
million-dollar sets go up for a few 
seconds for a scene in the fi lm and 
then be discarded, she was think-
ing how to stretch her paycheck to 
keep the lights on.

“The producer I worked for did 
let me bring my laptop and let me 
look for jobs while I was there,” 
she said.

While she worked, her unem-
ployment checks stopped. She is 
now working to get them restored 
because she is jobless again, 
though hopefully not for long. 

Wooten is banking her hopes 
on becoming a life and health in-
surance agent, a job that will cost 
her about $300 for training and a 
license in the beginning.

“I have to (do it),” she said. “I’ve 
got kids, grandkids,” she said.

Even though they have been 
without permanent work for a long 
time and have few signs of pros-
pects, Wooten, Berrian and John-
son remain positive that a job will 
develop. 

Eventually, they believe, an em-
ployer will look beyond a resume 
or boxes on an application form 
and see them for the hard workers 
they say they are.

“I’m just asking for the chance,” 
Berrian said.

• National economy growing, 
but not fast enough to reduce 
unemployment, 15A
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Jobless: Families have to cut back

Bobby Haven/The Brunswick News

Cathy Moody Berrian, who has been looking for a job for more than 
a year, keeps a collage she made on a wall at the Star Foundation, 
a job-training center, to for inspiration

Probe: Commissioners don’t recall report

Reagin

Sedative used to free entangled right whale
By RAY HENRY
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Researchers 
have a new tactic to save endan-
gered whales tangled in fi shing 
line: Get them to calm down with 
sedatives shot from a dart gun so 
they can pull closer and cut the 
potentially fatal gear away.

The method was used Jan. 15 
off the Florida coast to free a 
young North Atlantic right whale 
from about 50 feet of line wrapped 
through its mouth and around its 
fl ippers. A satellite monitor at-
tached to the whale during the 
rescue attempt this month shows 
it survived.

“It’s a big step for us,” said Mi-

chael Moore, a senior research 
specialist at the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution in Mas-
sachusetts who was on the rescue 
team. The same team has tried the 
technique during one other rescue 
of a free-swimming whale.

Wildlife authorities for years 
have tried different ways to save 
whales tangled in gear that cuts 

their fl esh, restricts feeding and 
causes infection and starvation.

It’s a major threat to the 300 to 
400 critically endangered North 
Atlantic right whales that remain. 
They generally migrate season-
ally from the Lower Bay of Fundy 
in Canada during the summer to 
calving grounds off the Florida 
coast in the fall and winter.

Southern FOAM & COATING, INC.
The Icynene Insulation System®

Healthier, Quieter, More Energy Effi cient®
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Shops at Sea Island • 600 Sea Island Rd #16 
St. Simons Island GA • 912-634-9060

shop
loCAl!

TUrN old Gold iNTo CAsh!
recycle or Trade Your old Jewelry 

For something shiny & New

Ken Bush’s

201 mansfield st. • brunswick, ga
912-265-8981

parts & service on most foreign car makes 
since 1957

189 Golden Isles Plaza  Next To Staples   
912-261-1181

www.bestmattressbuys.com     Open 7 days

HEADQUARTERS
 FREE Delivery         FREE Setup         FREE Removal

“You CAN own your Dream Home!”
MTA Financial Services can help.

 Georgia Certifi ed Credit Counselors
 Foreclosure Prevention
 Downpayment Assistance Programs
 Confusing fi nancial terms explained

Your credit is not as bad as you think. Call to fi nd 
out how to stop throwing away money on rent.

MTA  Financial Services, Inc.
3441 Cypress Mill Rd-Suite 201-3

Phone 912-289-2658

Georgia Certifi ed Credit Counselors
 Foreclosure Prevention
 Downpayment Assistance Programs
 Confusing fi nancial terms explained

Your credit is not as bad as you think. Call to fi nd 
out how to stop throwing away money on rent.

2216 Norwich Street
912.466.9924

Lighthouse
Title Pawn

easy & convenient...
GET CASH NOW!

$ $

Public Announcement: 
The St. Simons Boating and Fishing Club, 
Inc. will be closed for repairs from Tuesday, 
February 1 through Monday, February 
14, 2011.  The Marina will reopen Tuesday, 
February 15, 2011.  The Board wishes to thank 
you in advance for your understanding.

SHARPS SHOOTERS & SERVICES LLC
February 1st!

• NRA First Steps-Pistol Class
• Personal Safety/Protection In Home
• Personal Safety/Protection Outside Home
• Private Lesson by Appointment

804-334-9783            gadashootitnow@yahoo.com

HAMPTON INN CONFERENCE CENTER
EXIT 38

CALL NOW

• Personal Safety/Protection In Home
• Personal Safety/Protection Outside Home

Darien River House
306 Fort King George Drive • Darien, GA • 912-437-2510 

Wine Pairing Dinner Friday Feb 4th
Chef Eric will be preparing 5-courses paired with wines for

$60.00 per person
(not including tax and gratuity)

For details, call or go to www.DarienRiverHouse.com  
Reservations are required and space is limited.

Chef Eric will also be offering a

Special Valentine’s
Dinner Saturday, Feb. 12 and Sunday Brunch Feb. 13.

 

Like to ride and listen to music?
Come join us for a Faith Riders Bar-be-que

Saturday, January 29th at

Southside Baptist Church
Located at 533 Newcastle Street at 5 p.m.

Sunday January 30th starting at 6 p.m.
The New Taylor Singers will be presenting a 

Gospel Concert. 
Love offering will be collected during the service

Dinner will be served afterward

5A


